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AMFMDMRNTS TO THE CLAIMS 
This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims ii 
application: 



1 1. (Cancelled) 



2. (Currently Amended) The tape cartridge of claim [[1]] 8, wherein the leader tape has 
side edges, and wherein the slanted portion of the edge of the splicing tape is slanted with respect 



3 to the side edges of the leader tape. 



3. (Original) The tape cartridge of claim 2, wherein the data tape has a longitudinal axis 
extending along a length of the data tape, and wherein the side edges are generally parallel to the 



1 
2 

3 longitudinal axis. 



1 4. (Original) The tape cartridge of claim 3, wherein the spUcing tape has another edge with 

2 a slanted portion that is slanted with respect to the side edges of the leader tape and data tape. 

1 5. (Currently Amended) The tape cartridge of claim [[1]] 10, further comprising: 

2 a housing containing the reel; and 

3 a leader pin attached to the leader tape, the leader pin adapted to be removed from the 

4 housing. 

1 6. (Original) The tape cartridge of claim 5, wherein the housing has an opening through 

2 which the leader pin is adapted to pass through during removal of the leader pin from the 

3 housing. 

1 7. (Cancelled) 



2 
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1 8. (C\irrently Amended) Th" tfip" ^"^^g" ^l-'ii^ ^7, A tape cartrid ge comprising: 

2 a reel; 

3 a data tape to store data, the data tape being wound on the reel and having side edges; 

4 a leader tape; and 

5 a splicing tape to link the leader tape to the data tape, 

6 the splicing tape having an edge with a slanted portion that is slanted with respect to the 

7 side edges of the data tape, 

8 wherein the data tape has a first end portion attached to the splicing tape and the leader 

9 tape has an end portion attached to the splicing tape, t he first end portion of the data tape having 

10 a first end edge generally perpendicular to the side edges of the dat a tape, and the end portion of 

11 the leader tape having an end edge generally parallel t o the first end edge of the data tape, 

1 2 wherein the data tape has a second end portion having a second end edge, the second end 

1 3 edge being slanted with respect to the side edges of the data tape. 

1 9. (Currently Amended) The tape cartridge of claim 8, wherein the sourc e reel has a hub, 

2 the second end portion of the data tape contacted to a surface of the hub. 

1 10. (Currently Amended) Th? tnp^ r^nrtriH^ja nf nimin 1 A ta pe cartridge comprising: 

2 a reel; 

3 a data tape to store data, the data tape being wound on the reel and having side edges; 

4 , a leader tape; and 

5 a spUcing tape to link the leader tape to the data tape. 

6 the splicing tape having an edge with a slanted port ion that is slanted with respect to the 

7 side edges of the data tape, 

8 wherein the data tape has a first end portion attached to the splicing tape, the first end 

9 portion of the data tape having a first edge slanted with respect to the side edges of the data tape. 

1 11. (Currently Amended) The tape cartridge of claim 1 0, wherein the leader tape has side 

2 edges and an end portion attached to the spUcing tape, the end portion of the spUcing leader tape 

3 having an edge slanted with respect to the side edges of the leader tape. 
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12. (Currently Amended) Tli t lupu co itiids n n f rlnim 1 . M^ r ^ oartrid ge comprisins: 

a reel; 

. H.t. t. p. to .tore data, the data t a pe being wound on the reH and having side ed^es; 

a leader tape: and 

s plicing tape tn link the lead er tape to the data tape, 
^..^..^r., .. p. i,.vinp .n ed ge with a slante d p ortion th.t is slanted with respect to the 

side edges of the data tape, 

wherein the edge of the splicing tape is generally V-shaped. 

13 (Original) The tape cartridge of claim 12, wherein the data tape has a first end portion 
attached to the splicing tape, the first end portion of the data tape having a first edge that is 
generally V-shaped. 

1 14 (Original) Thetapecartridgeofclaimn.whereinthelaadertapehasanendportion 

2 attached to the splicing tape, the end portion of the spUcing tape having an edge that is generaUy 

3 V-shaped. 



15 (Original) The tape cartridge of claim 12, wherein the data tape has an end portion 
mounted onto a hub of the source reel, the end portion of the data tape having an edge that is 



3 generally V-shaped. 
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1 16. (Currently Amended) A tape drive comprising: 

2 a take-up reel; and 

3 a tape cartridge removably mounted in the tape drive, the tape cartridge comprising: 

4 a source reel; 

5 a data tape to store data, the data tape being wound on the source reel and having 

6 side edges; 

7 a second tape havin g side edges ; and 

8 a spUcing tape to couple the second tape to the data tape, 

9 the sphcing tape having an edge with a portion that is at an inclined angle with 

1 0 respect to the side edges of the data tape, 

11 wherein the data ta p^ h.. .n end porti on w ith an e d g e and the second tape has an 

12 .n. pnrtinn with an ed ^ ^"^^"^ ^^.e of the data tape bein. inclined with respect to the 

13 ciH. .Hpe. of the dat^ t. pP .nd the end p ortion ed.e of the se cond tape bein g inclined with 

14 .e.pe.t to the .ide ed g^<^ the .econd tape, the end portion edge of the data tape being held in 

15 prnvimitv to the ^ r.A portion edge of the s e cond ta p e by the spUcing tape . 



1 17. (Original) The tape drive of claim 16, wherein the tape cartridge further comprises a 

2 leader pin attached to the second tape, the tape drive further comprising a mechanism to 

3 withdraw the leader pin from the tape cartridge. 

1 18. (Currently Amended) The tape drive of claim [[15]] 16, wherein the data tape comprises 

2 one of a magnetic and optical storage medium. 

1 19. (Currently Amended) A method comprising: 

2 providing a tape cartridge having a reel and a storage tape mounted on the reel, the 

3 storage tape to store data; 

4 providing a splicing tape to link plural tape portions of the storage tape, the splicing tape 

5 having side edges generally parallel to a longitudinal axis of the storage tape; and 

6 providing an end edge of the splicing tape, the end edge having a portion skate*^ 

7 ro^ pcct t o tho side edges that is f renerallv V-shaped . 
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20. (Original) The method of claim 19, wherein providing the splicing tape comprises 



1 

2 providing a splicing tape to link a leader tape to a data tape. 

1 21. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 19, further compri o ing: Amgthod 

2 comprising: 

3 providing a tape r-artridge havinp a reel and a s tor a g e tape mounted on the reel, the 

4 storage tape to store data, the stor « f^e tatie having a leader tape and a data tape; 

5 providing a spliciPf^ ta pe to link the I^^Her tane to the data tape, the splicing tape having 

6 side edges generally parallel to a longitudinal axis of the storage tape; 

7 proviHinP an end e^ p. of the splicing tape , th e e nd e d g e havinp a portion slanted with 

8 respect to the side edges; 

9 attaching a first end portion of the data tape to the splicing tape; and 

10 providing a slanted edge at a second end portion of the data tape that is mounted onto the 

11 reel. 



1 22. (Original) A tape cartridge comprising: 

2 a reel; 

3 a data tape to store data, the data tape being wound on the reel and having side edges and 

4 a first end edge; 

5 a leader tape having an end edge in close proximity to the first end edge of the data tape, 

6 each of the end edge of the leader tape and first end edge of the data tape being slanted with 

7 respect to the side edges of the data tape. 

1 23. (New) The tape cartridge of claim 8, wherein the second end portion of the data tape is 

2 moxmted on the reel. 



(New) The method of claim 21, fiirther comprising: 
attaching an end portion of the leader tape to the splicing tape; 
providing a slanted edge at the first end portion of the data tape; 
providing a slanted edge at the end portion of the leader tape. 
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1 25 

2 



(New) The method of claim 24, wherein providing the slanted edges at the first end 
portion and second end portion of the data tape comprises providing a slanted edge inclined with 

3 respect to side edges of the data tape, and 

4 wherein providing the slanted edge at the end portion of the leader tape comprises 

5 providing a slanted edge inclined with respect to side edges of the leader tape. 



1 26. (New) The tape cartridge of claim 22, wherein the data tape has a second edge mounted 

2 on the reel, the second edge being slanted with respect to the side edges of the data tape. 
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